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Got something to say?
We want to hear from you!

We encourage reader particpation through
our perspectives section. Submit letters, 
cartoons, or anything else you’d like to see 
in print to Editor in Chief Katie Martinez at 
kmmartinez@fortlewis.edu or News Editor
Steph Cook at sscook@fortlewis.edu. 
Note: The Independent reserves the right 
to edit submissions as necessary or deny 
publication.

News tip? Contact Steph Cook at 
sscook@fortlewis.edu
For any other inquiries, contact Katie 
Martinez at kmmartinez@fortlewis.edu
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Letter from the Editor

Dear Fellow Fortlewians,

This is an important memo regarding homeland security.  There’s been a global 
invasion of an unknown and as of yet unnamed species, and I fear my friends, 
that it has hit Durango.  The ghoulish creatures who have been known to ter-
rorize parks and the downtown area can be seen chanting, marching, and con-
gregating, sometimes even on weekdays.  This species should be considered 
armed and dangerous.  They carry mind-bending weapons called signs and 
sometimes communicate through white cones that elevate the sound of their aw-
ful shrieks.  The invasion was believed to be under control until recently when a 
herd of monsters joined together around midnight in some sort of ritualistic cele-
bration. Several creatures wore masks and disguises called costumes, making it 
difficult to distinguish whether they were related to the sign-carrying species, or 
if this was a separate outbreak. Based on eyewitness reports that describe crea-
tures dressed as construction workers, musicians, and celebrities, we believe 
the stunt may have been a failed attempt to blend in with local Earthlings.  Some 
of the creatures, which clearly have no morality or shame, stooped so low as to 
try to disguise themselves as animals. Several brave citizens have taken steps 
to eliminate the species, though previous tactics of ignoring and undermining the 
creatures seem to be ineffective. There is some hope in the fight against these 
rabid beasts, hungry for our coveted resources.  If we can confuse them into a 
state of fear, violence, and anger, we are fairly sure the race will self-destruct. 
Unfortunately, a number of the creatures seem intent on remaining peaceful and 
thoughtful.  Until there is success in eliminating the monsters, I urge you people, 
take caution.  There is no way to know what this alien race is capable of. 
To all those monsters, beasts, and unknown alien creatures inhabiting FLC, 
thank you for your fierce commitment to upholding the first amendment.  And to 
everyone on campus, thanks for supporting the Indy with your dedicated reader-
ship.

Stephanie Cook,
Independent News and Content Editor

Correction Disclaimer

Last issue’s “Life of a Student Althlete” was 
written by Ayla Quinn, not Tracy Jones.
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Planned Parenthood provides affordable and 
confidential health services including family 
planning, emergency contraception, and STD 
testing and treatment.

46 Suttle Street, Durango

970.247.3002 | www.pprm.org
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Lions, tigers, and…zombies? Oh my! Once again, the infamous 
Zombie March has taken over Main Street for its 
fourth annual celebration.

Each Halloween around midnight hundreds of 
Durangotangs ll the streets in a costumed pa-
rade called a Zombie March.  News outlets from 
around the world have reported similar 
marches or walks.

 e origins of the rst marches, both globally 
and locally, are somewhat unclear.

 e majority of online forums and sites dedicated to the marches 
trace the rst march back to Sacramento, Calif. in 2001 as a sort of 
promotional event for a midnight lm festival called e 
Trash Film Orgy.

No one person or group has taken responsibility for Durango’s 
marches and news of the events typically spreads through word-of-
mouth, as well as the use of yers, and online forums.

Nonetheless, the marches up Maine Street have attracted a signi -
cant crowd.  As of Oct. 30, the Facebook page for this year’s march 
listed 531 people are listed as “attending” and 173 as 
“maybe attending.”

Jeremiah Riggs, a junior who dressed as an ER doctor/zombie during 
the march, summed the walk as people in Halloween costumes 

lling Main Street. 

   “Its only fun if you attend the march and see it for yourself,” Riggs said. 

  Emily Gorman, a sophomore who dressed as a fairy for last year’s zombie 
march, remembers rst hearing about the zombie march around campus, 
making her and her friends curious about what goes on during Halloween 
night on Main St.

  As the Zombie March became more popular, controversy arose over the 
possible cancellation of the event.

  “ e only time a slight issue of cancellation occurred was when the cops 
told participants they were only allowed to walk through Main once be-
cause some were trying to restart the walk again but nothing huge hap-
pened afterwards,” said Bill Verhelst, local and employee of Lady 
Falconburgh’s Barley Exchange,

  According to police re-
cords released from the 
Durango Police Depart-
ment, citations involving 
resisting arrest, harass-
ment and intoxication on 
roadway and obstruction 
were issued during the 
last year’s march and two 
people were arrested. 
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At the beginning of this year, Fort Lewis College saw its first new pro-
vost in several years, Barbara Morris.
      After a handful of months at FLC, Morris has formed and circulated 
a new vision for the future of the college, which she has established in a 
six-initiative plan covering several aspects of academic affairs.
      “Honestly, when you’re coming into these types of positions most of 
the time, people who give you advice would say, don’t do anything for a 
year,” Morris said.  “And I’m not necessarily that type of person.”
      Morris’ predecessor, Steve Roderick, filled the position of provost for 
over a decade, and was at the college in other capacities for more than 
two decades.
      “I’m coming in with fresh eyes, so it’s an opportunity to take what I’m 
seeing and have a conversation about it,”  Morris said.
In the form of a Power Point presentation, Morris has been circu-
lating her initiatives in a series of meetings with the faculty and 
administration.
      Morris’ key goals for FLC, which are the basis for her six-initiatives, 
are stated as quality education to a diverse student body, a personal-
ized experience, excellent teaching, retention and graduation, and a 
student-centered environment.
      The first initiative, curriculum architecture, would involve creating 
a chart to organize the catalog based on the curriculum and forming a 
detailed map of all course offerings.
      The goal of this initiative is to help departments, committees, and 
administrators in understanding the layout of the curriculum, Morris 
said.
      The curriculum tends to grow, but by coming up with the curricu-
lum architecture it will be easier to identify overlapping and conflicting 
courses while making sure the catalog stays current, she said.
      The second initiative would evaluate overall graduation require-
ments.  This would involve assessing general education credits, major 
credits, minor credits, and elective credits. 
  Through this assessment the college can look at what percentage of 
each category a student should fulfill in order to graduate, Morris said.
      Another aspect of this initiative would revisit FLC’s graduation 
expectations.
      “There’s not a narrative to graduate at Fort Lewis in four years, and 
it’s almost on the other side where it’s a joke, you know ehh, it’s gonna 
take five, six, seven, whatever,” Morris said.  “That’s concerning because 
you want a narrative to graduation. You want ideally a four year gradu-
ation because it’s costly to the students and costly to your parents, hav-
ing had three kids go through college, and it’s costly to the institution,” 
she said.
      Formerly Morris worked at the University of Redlands, a private lib-
eral arts university in California.  There, Morris said, a four-year gradu-
ation track was a priority for students and teachers.
        “I came from a private institution and that narrative was strong and 

“I’m coming in with fresh eyes, 
so it’s an opportunity to take 
what I’m seeing and have a 
conversation about it.”

The Provost’s 
New Vision
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we were actually capitalizing on public institutions that couldn’t 
deliver graduation in four years,” Morris said.
      A part of this problem could be that FLC offers too many differ-
ent classes at different times, she said, so a solution would be to 
focus on a four-year track rather than a one-year track, where the 
same classes are offered for several years consistently.
      This is the idea behind initiative five, which would include a 
four-year schedule of instruction.
      Planning ahead will help enforce the four-year graduation and 
make it easier for students who often are busy with jobs to plan 
their schedules, Morris said.
      A second problem could be the four-credit standard at FLC, 
she said.
      The average fulltime student in the four-credit system would 
take four classes and 16 credits each semester.  While this sys-
tem allows students to gain more credit with fewer classes, it also 
leads students to complete fewer required classes per semester.  
      The majority of colleges and universities use a primarily three-
credit system, in which the average fulltime student would take 
five classes, earning 15 credits each semester, Morris said.
      Switching to the three-credit system would push students to-
ward the 4-year graduation track, and would also work better for 
transfer students coming from institutions with the three-credit 
plan, Morris said. 
      The third initiative is curriculum management, and would 
involve load calculations, class size cut offs, lab counts, indepen-
dent study counts, course releases, scheduling policies, and cap 
guidelines.
      Working hand in hand with curriculum management, the 
fourth initiative calls for curricular evaluation and assessment.
      This would involve taking steps to create uniform assessment 
policies and procedures for all programs, including learning out-
comes, program assessment plans, and program review.
      “Assessing programs and where we’re at in terms of work load 
is important to her,” said Jim Cross, the president of the faculty 
senate and an associate professor of exercise science at FLC.  
      Morris has terrific ideas about faculty workload, the structure 
of faculty salaries and contracts, and retention, Cross said.
      Cross seemed to be referring to initiative six, dealing with 
workload and faculty review.
      As part of this initiative the college would evaluate current 
workload as described in handbook versus actual practices.
      Another piece of the initiative would create more accurate de-
scriptions and titles for faculty.
      There are several different types of faculty at FLC, including 
those on the tenure track, adjunct professors, and true visiting 

professors, Morris said.  
      Those on the tenure track are required to have a terminal degree, 
and their jobs require them to balance excellence in teaching, re-
search, and service to the institution, which includes advising and 
committee work, she said. 
      “We seem to lump all of the other faculty without terminal de-
grees in to visiting faculty,” Morris said.  It is important to properly 
label the faculty and then consider what their job description is and 
if they are living up to it, she said.
      New workload requirements could include an eight course-per-
year minimum for non-tenured faculty members and require them 
to complete committee work and advising.
      There are several faculty members at FLC who are not tenured 
but have been here for a decade or more, and while many of these 
faculty members have often helped with advising and some com-
mittee work, it hasn’t been a requirement in the past.
      Some faculty members have expressed concerns for professors 
who grade long papers, as additional credit hours could greatly in-
crease their workload.
      In addition to re-evaluating faculty workload, salaries and con-
tracts could also be reworked, Morris said. 
      These topics addressed in initiative six will be presented to com-
mittees, and changes may then be drafted in the Faculty Handbook, 
Morris said.
      “Looking back and asking what have we accomplished, and what 
haven’t we accomplished, we’re always doing that, and it happens 
more often when we hire more people,” Cross said.  “She has some 
terrific ideas, whether they can be implemented in tough budget 
times, we’ll see.”

      “The average fulltime student in 
the four-credit system would take 
four classes, and 16 credits each 

semester.  While this system allows 
students to gain more credit with 

fewer classes, it also leads students 
to complete fewer required classes 

per semester.”
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Occupying Durango
Locals join the national movement for economic equality

By Ayla Quinn
protests beginning Friday, Oct. 14 and dwindling toward the beginning of the following week.

   Protestors describe themselves as the 99 percent, referring to the fact that the top one percent of Americans currently controls about 40 
percent of the nation’s wealth. 
   On Oct. 14, local participants congregated  on 11th Street and Main Avenue before marching to Fassbinder Park, where they continued 
to gather each afternoon. 

where the group of participants could discuss their goals for the movement both locally and worldwide, said Fort Lewis College sophomore 
and protestor James Plate.

banners, and signs.
   Protestors decided that they would occupy the park on Saturday night as long as possible, even if it meant staying longer than they were 
permitted, Plate said.

Ordinance Code, stating that we are not allowed to be in the park after midnight,” Plate said.  
   Police handed out 14 citations on Oct. 15 and made one arrest on Oct. 14. 

Oct. 14 after writing on the Fassbinder Park sign with chalk.

they would be occupying the park, Fields said.
   “I knew what I was doing, the cops were not going to approve of,” he said. “Whether it was legal or not was 
irrelevant to me.” 

Fields said.

his message was, I did not quite get it.”
   FLC sophomore and protestor Stefan Martinez took interest in the movement after becoming outraged at 
news of arrests taking place during national Occupy protests, he said.
   Martinez expressed that one aim of the movement was to convey solidarity among people all around 

the country. 
   Durango resident Sarah Eli agreed that solidarity has been a 
driving force for protests nationally.

being supported by their government and the people in charge,” 

   A sign created by Eli for the protests read, “I love the place I live but I hate the politicians 
in charge.” 

country, said Colin Glennon, an assistant professor of political science and philosophy at FLC.
   Some of the participants are angry because of corporate greed, while others are irritated with 
the government and the lack of regulation regarding the economy, Glennon said.

that they perceive to have failed them.” 
   People are getting frustrated because they are not seeing justice for the situations that are occurring on Wall Street, said Professor Mark 
Seis, an associate professor of sociology at FLC.

mismanagement that took place.” 
   Continually, college graduates who are well-educated and have worked hard to get a degree to propel them forward into the work 
environment are stopped short by the lack of jobs available, he said. 

    Citizens of the United States want their government to take more responsibility and accountability for the national and global economic 
crisis, said Keri Brandt, an associate professor of sociology at FLC.
   “What I think is really interesting is there is a national and global response to our economic crisis,” Brandt said. 
    Hopefully the movement will generate discussions that will lead to positive solutions, Plate said.
   “I hope people wake up, open their eyes and stop living in the social bubbles we created,” he said. 
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The Indy Downtown
The Indy took “a strange journey” at a showing of the 
“Rocky Horror Picture Show,” which included several 
FLC students as cast members.

The Henry Strater Theater celebrated Halloween by hosting five showings 
of their annual production of the “Rocky Horror Picture Show.”

Mike Moran takes the stage during the “Rocky Horror Picture Show”

Chad Riddles donning full makeup and an orange jumpsuit as Dr. Frank-
n-Furter in the “Rocky Horror Picture Show”

For the production the male characters dressed in drag 
while the female character donned elaborate corsets 
and fishnets.  The most outrageous outfits got the loud-
est cheers from the enthusiastic audience.

“The show makes it okay to be a sexy misfit,” said Re-
becca Mason Wygal, who played Janet.  In the play, Ja-
net is newly in love with Brad, played by Charles Britton.

Mark Fischer, who played Rocky,  saw the “Rocky Hor-
ror Picture Show” movie two years ago, and knew in-
stantaneously that he wanted to be a part of the show, 
Fischer said.



Aries-March 21-April 19

Taurus-April 20-May 20

Gemini-May 21-June 20

Cancer-June 21-July 22 Scorpio-October 23-Noverber 21

Libra-September 23-October 22

Virgo-August 23-September 22

Leo-July 23-August 22

Capricorn-December 22-January 19

Aquarius-January 20-February 18

Pisces-February 19-March 20

If you’re having a bad 
week, just be glad you’re 
not a Broncos quarter-
back. I’m sure all three
are  having   bad  feelings 
about where they are 
right now. 

You're feeling adventurous 
this week, but try to stay on 
course.   You   can   always 
run      off      to      Bermuda 
over     winter     break!

Guess what folks? It’s fasting 
time! Thanksgiving is right 
around the corner and as a 
poor college student, you 
will want to eat as much as 
you possibly can. It’s a long 
wait to winter break from 
there! Time to fatten up!   

Saving up for something 
new? Well buy it soon be-
cause the dollar is going 
to fall faster than Tim 
Tebow in the pocket, and 
that is never pretty.

School is driving you crazy
and things are getting out
of control. Don’t worry th-
ere is only three more we-
eks left before break! 

If there is one thing that 
John Stewart has taught 
me, it is that arguing with 
an idiot can be a lot of 
fun. Try it some time, just 
make sure you’re not the 
idiot. 

Blowing all of your money 
on ski gear? Well it might 
be time to start hitting up 
the 1% for more money. 
(And when I say the 1% I 
mean your parents.) 

You seem to have no 
problem with procrastina-
tion when it comes to Hal-
loween or Snowdown. 
School though, is a very 
different story. Welcome 
to Durango.

These horoscopes are made for entertainment purposes only.  They are not written
by a professional.  Do not base your life decisions around these.

The chilly weather out-
side is bringing on a 
homesick feeling. Per-
haps you should do 
whatever you can to go 
home for the holidays, 
but keep it within reason. 

Your uncertainty this week 
is becoming debilitating. 
Here’s a start, wear the 
purple shirt, don’t ditch 
that class, and go with 
tuna surprise for dinner.

Try meeting someone 
new this week, maybe at 
the grocery store. There 
will be a lot of people 
buying turkeys. 

With so many upcoming 
outdoor activities to par-
take in, be sure you don’t 
forget about sledding!
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You’re feeling adventurous 
this week, but try to stay on 
course. You can always run 
off to Bermuda over winter 
break! 

Guess what folks? Thanksgiv-
ing is right around the corner 
and if you are a poor col-
lege student, you will want to 
eat as much as you possibly 
can. It’s a long wait to winter 
break from there! Time to fat-
ten up! 

School is driving you cra-
zy and things are getting 
out of control. Don’t wor-
ry there is only one more 
week left before break! 

You seem to have no prob-
lem with procrastionation 
when it comes to Halloween 
or Snowdown. School though 
is a very different story. Re-
member, your education is 
for you. 

November 
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The annual Fort Lewis College Environmental Center Waste Audit hap-
pened on Wednesday, October 19th, in the middle grounds of the FLC cam-
pus. The audit is conducted every year, in order to show students how much 
waste is produced on a daily basis at the college. The 2011 event differs from 
past events, because trash has been taken from every building on campus 
and displayed by the clock tower, as opposed to other years, when volunteers 
didn’t gather as many trash cans. 

Drew Walters, a member of the Zero Waste team and the Environmental 
Center, put a lot of hard work and effort into making the Waste Audit do its 
job this year. In organizing the event, Walters got each building on campus 
to agree to donate their trash, created visual displays for students and adver-
tized the event all over campus. All of this was to help the EC reach its goal of 
giving a visual depiction of what the students and faculty in the FLC commu-
nity throw away, as well as to create a greater environmental consciousness 
and reduce our rates of trash and consumption. 

Another internal goal of the EC’s is to compare and contrast this year’s 
results with previous years’ waste audits from previous years. Previously, the 
waste audit has happened once a year, but this school year the EC plans to do 
a waste audit again in the spring, in order to see if there has been a drop, or 
rise, in consumption. The EC hopes to implement dorm recycling projects, 
to help students on campus learn early on how to reduce, reuse, and recycle. 

This year’s results were incredible, and everyone had a great time doing 
the Audit. There was a total of 435 pounds of trash brought to the audit, 
and of this poundage, 69.5% was actual trash that could not be deposited 
of in any different way. But, of the remaining 30.5%, a different method of 
disposal is possible, and should be made so that we can keep our campus 
green and energy efficient, instead of a dump pile. Of the trash, 10.3% could 
have been composted, which will hopefully be improved with the new com-
poster being installed in the cafeteria later this year. Glass, which is easily 
recyclable on campus, made up 4.1% of the trash. With bins located in every 
building we shouldn’t have any glass being improperly disposed of. There 
was 7.1% total paper thrown away, which is also very easy to recycle, or re-
use. You can reuse paper for notes, drawings, and art projects rather than 
throwing it away. 1.7% of recyclable materials thrown away was cardboard, 
and once again, cardboard is very easy to reuse. You can even reuse it for 
recycling because it makes a good method of transportation to carry all of 
you recyclables. Lastly, the most common recyclable that was thrown away 
was plastic, running in at 5.1% that should have been recycled. Even though 
these amounts don’t seem too high, it all adds up, and taking care of your 
trash in a responsible way is very easy, especially on campus.

Before the next waste audit let’s make a goal on campus to reduce waste, 
and get those numbers down to 0%. This is a pretty doable goal, as long as 
everyone is willing to participate, and make our campus a healthier, more 
sustainable environment!

Need help with your love life? Puzzled over 

your relationship? The Love Doctors are in 

the house, ready to turn your problems into 
solutions. 

If you have any questions on love, 

relationships or other matters contact the 

Indy at kmmartinez@fortlewis.edu or 

247-7405 and receive a response from a 

CO2 class studying the scholarship on love 

in the next issue.

Annual Waste Audit 
at Fort Lewis College
By Emily Griffin 

Editor’s Note: This column was contributed by the Environmental Center. The 
Indy is not responsible for any views stated in this piece. The Indy is open to 

suggestions and requests for column space from other campus organizations. 
For more information contact sscook@fortlewis.edu.
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The Love Doctor
“Those cute, now nostalgic high school 
sweet hearts discovering the newfound 
options and temptations of college may 

have a dangerous future ahead.”

Many relationships sprout from a child-
ish liking, an infatuation of physical attraction 
mixed with compatible personality traits. Now, 
in high school, relationships are often based off 
this very idea. 

An unconscious sense of settling and a lack of 
options are issues that many high school stu-
dents face when growing up with teen angst. It 
seems to me that there are two common groups, 
which are as follows: 

Scenario one: you’re in a small town without a 
wide array of people to choose from, and every-
one’s the same or not quite what you’re looking 
for, which is where the settling comes into play.  
Scenario two: you’re in a bigger town, but by 
working up through the school system, you’ve 
learned way too much about the other students 
in your age group.  Without mystery there is no 
attraction.  Combine this with the cliques people 
have involved themselves with and the settling 
in once again comes into play. 

Odds are a person who hasn’t experience 
either of theses scenarios moved a lot when 
they were young, which poses other problems.  
Distance makes the heart grow fonder, which 
is a slippery slope in the dreaded long distance  
relationship. 

Regardless of how these things sprout, the 
whole dynamic changes once people go off to 
college. The socially agreed upon norm for get-
ting married and starting a family is not far out 
of college. 

College, compared to most high schools, is a 
land of opportunity. Options a plenty twist the 
vice bolt and bend beliefs. With the influx of 
temptation and more relatable subjects at your 
disposal, the idea of high school sweet hearts 
can slowly dwindle. 

You might be asking yourself, “Didn’t these 
threats and options exist in the past?” And 
you’re right, they most definitely did. The 
change, however, is in the yearning for an expe-
rience combined with the fact that it is now ac-
ceptable to be a person of many partners. Those 
cute, now nostalgic high school sweet hearts dis-
covering the newfound options and temptations 
of college may have a dangerous future ahead.  

“Speaking without real time 
makes it easier to lie and to not be 

yourself.”

Technology is a double edged sword. 
Looking at it broadly; it has been advanc-
ing us into a more convenient realm for 
quite some time. Technology has opened 
doors and broadened horizons that might 
otherwise be out of reach to mankind. 
As we all know, however, it has come at a 
price.  It seems we’re constantly hear-
ing about how animal species are dying 
off, waters are becoming toxic due to 
pollution, and the ozone layer has more 
holes then OJ’s alibi. These aren’t the 
only things that have taken a hit due to 
the addictive convenience of technologi-
cal invention. The mass communication 
conglomerates, created to improve the 
comings and goings between people, have 
come at quite the price as well. Conve-
niences like Facebook, Twitter, and tex-
ting have robbed us of living in real time. 

The social networks that have made the 
world a smaller place have also allowed 
even the most socially awkward person to 
become a witty, catch-phrase-generating 
machine. This particular situation doesn’t 
sound so bad, but it demonstrates the 
concept of “real time” that I previ-
ously mentioned. For example, you see a 
picture of someone wearing something 
ridiculous on their head, and think to 
yourself, “Oh man, I gotta say something 
about this one.” You have some dinner, 
watch some TV, and then BAM! It hits 
you. So you log back on and say some-
thing like, “Did the Mad Hatter have a 
yard sale?” Still not the funniest, but 
having time to think about it is vastly 
different then seeing your friend with a 
monstrosity of a hat and commenting to 
their face.

 Now “real time” can pertain to a num-
ber of things, but the truest form of real 
time is, of course, face-to-face contact.  
You also have the telephone and the 
Skype machine I suppose. The point is, 
when having a conversation with another 
person, face-to-face, the conversation 
can’t be put on pause. You can’t Google 

- By Ryan Wirth
Editor’s Note: Introducing Ryan Wirth, our new Indy columnist.  In Ryan’s 

column, The Love Doctor, he’ll share his opinions and advice on love and 
romance.  If you’re looking for a little advice from our resident Love Doctor send 

a question or comment to rdwirth@fortlewis.edu.  All columns in the Love 
Doctor series are Ryan’s opinion and should not be taken as factual news.

the answer to one of their questions, and 
you have no time to call a friend and get 
that quote that he or she said the other 
day. Awkward pauses are very much in 
existence, and if you need more time on a 
potentially awkward question, you can’t 
lie and tell them that you didn’t message 
them back right away because you had to 
get your laundry.

 With the communication conglomer-
ates and instant messaging services avail-
able today, real time contact can seem 
practically nonexistent. So how do you 
tell if you are compatible with someone 
when you aren’t actually meeting them? 
Without the rules of real time in place, 
anyone can put their best self forward in 
an attempt to woo (or trick, if you like it 
without the sugar) another person. 

As I said before, putting this tool in the 
hands of a socially awkward person to 
make them less conversationally inept is 
not so bad. The real problems arise when 
we see media these tools in the hands 
of a tool.  You know how it goes, when 
someone gets your number, and then 
instantly begins the barrage of texts, 
even if a date is already set. This constant 
back and forth with  a 1x11/2” screen is 
desensitizing us during the “getting to 
know you” stage. Speaking without real 
time makes it easier to lie and not be 
yourself.   By the time two people actually 
talk  in person, it can feel like it’s the first 
time, even though they have been texting 
and instant messaging every day for the 
past week and a half. 

This desensitization of what should 
be joyful, truthful, conversation be-
tween two people is just the tip of the 
iceberg. Relationships that start with 
the emotionless dribble of two people 
trying to impress each other are basically 
doomed, as far as I’m concerned.  And if 
this doomed match-up goes any farther 
than a first impression, the forecast for 
these participants will be gloomy indeed.  
When the makeup is wiped off of person-
alities, the picture isn’t always pretty.
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