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Got something to say?
We want to hear from you!

We encourage reader particpation through
our perspectives section. Submit letters, 
cartoons, or anything else you’d like to see 
in print to Editor in Chief Katie Martinez at 
kmmartinez@fortlewis.edu or News Editor
Steph Cook at sscook@fortlewis.edu. 
Note: The Independent reserves the right 
to edit submissions as necessary or deny 
publication.

News tip? Contact Steph Cook at 
sscook@fortlewis.edu
For any other inquiries, contact Kaitie  
Martinez at kmmartinez@fortlewis.edu
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Twas the night before finals and all through the town
every student was stirring, faces scrunched up in frowns
as they stayed up late studying, memorizing facts, 
reading their textbooks, and resisting “quick” naps.
Tucked away in the library, locked away in their rooms, 
big groups in the lounge, all facing their imminent doom. 
Tensions high and energy beginning to run low, 
the students desperately sought out energy drinks or a cup of joe
to keep them awake until the wee hours of the morning light. 
(These sleep-deprived zombies give the locals quite a fright.)
But don’t be discouraged, keep those heads high,
its only one week and I’ll bet my left eye
you’ll make it through this week without wanting to cry. 
Study hard and get your sleep, remember- SET YOUR ALARM!
(Can you imagine if you didn’t? EEK!) 
Come Friday, hip hip hooray! It’s time to celebrate the holidays.
Three weeks of break will fly by far too fast,
but enjoy every moment- this is your reward so have a blast. 
The Independent thanks you for your readership and support.
It’s been another wonderful semester here at The Fort. 

We wish you a happy, healthy, and safe new year! 

Meagan Cunha
Creative Director   

We would like to dedicate this issue of 
The Independent to the Aaland family 

in memory of Baby Gus. 



Giving Thanks for Our Troops

By Ayla Quinn

In the spirit of Veterans’ Day the Indy reflects on Durango’s vets and soldiers

   Veteran’s Day was particularly special this year, 
landing on 11-11-11, and leaving Main Avenue lined 
with a patriotic crowd.
     Candy Gerber, a community member of Durango, 
was dressed for Veteran’s Day in red, white and blue 
and was holding a miniature American Flag.
    Veteran’s Days means absolutely everything, 
Gerber said.
   “Everybody should come out for Veteran’s Day,” 
she said, “We should be five deep on the streets.” 
     Our veterans have given so much through our all 
of our wars,” she said. “The least we can do is respect 
our troops and veterans by showing thanks.”
   Veteran’s Days is especially important to Gerber 
because of her father, who was at the base of Iwo 
Jima when the flag was raised, she said. 
    “He was told that his command was to watch out 
for the men who were putting up the flag,” she said. 
    Vietnam veteran Jim Jacobs, 61, served state side 
from 1971 to 1973.
   Veteran’s Day is about giving back and showing 
respect for everything that the United States has 
gained through the troops’ service to the country, 
Jacobs said.
   A lot of people in the United States don’t realize 
why we are a free country, and it is because of veter-
ans, he said. 
    Jacobs remembered the lack of respect that 
soldiers received when they returned home after 
Vietnam, he said.
     A lot of men served during Vietnam, regardless if 
they believed in the cause or not, Jacobs said.
    “We were there when we were called,” he said. 
    Bob Bouslaugh, 65, was sitting with Jacobs at the 
Veteran’s Lunch, held at The Veteran’s of Foreign 
Wars Center.

    Bouslaugh served in Vietnam and Desert Storm, 
he said.
     Veteran’s Day means appreciation for all the vet-
erans, and especially the dead, he said. 
    “When we came back from Vietnam we were spit 
on, called baby killers, but it is different now,” Bous-
laugh said. “It’s encouraging and it makes you be 
proud to be a vet.”
    For Bouslaugh, whose father served in WWII and 
brothers served alongside him in the Vietnam War, 
Veterans’ Day is a family tradition and a way to hon-
or his father, he said.
     “It is like a brotherhood, you’ve got to stick to-
gether,” Bouslaugh said. 
     In Durango there are multiple resources provided 
to help veterans through their transition, such as 
The Veterans of Foreign Wars Center and the Vet-
eran’s Club at Fort Lewis College.
   The purpose of Veteran’s Club is to provide the re-
sources for veterans with anything that they need, said 
Michael Long, who is president of the Veteran’s Club.
     According to the club’s website, the Veteran’s Club 
provides information pertinent to the veteran com-
munity to build a network of resources that help 
makes the transition to college less difficult.
     Members of the club hold meetings, dinners, films 
and other functions to provide veteran cohesion 
within FLC, according to the website.
      Long served in Iraq and Afghanistan for 7 ½ years 
as part of the airborne infantry division of the U.S. 
Army, he said.
     Long enlisted on a whim with some of his friends, 
he said.
     “I had no place else to go,” he said.
     After retuning to the U.S., Long found a job but 
later lost it, he said. Realizing that the opportunity for 



We have been a country for 235 years 
and have been at war for 209 of them. 

That equals 88% of our history... 

work was scarce, Long returned to college through 
the G.I. Bill of Rights, he said.
   Long, who has attended FLC for five semesters, rec-
ommends going to college after the military, he said.
   “It’s been a step towards me becoming a better 
civilian,” he said. 
  For Patrick Okane, 29, who served as a cavalry 
scout in the Iraq War for 5 years, the transition from 
military life to college life was tough, Okane said.
   “I signed up right after September 11, 2001,” said 
Okane, who has now attended FLC for five semesters.
   The biggest transition was being in the classroom 
with all of the other students, he said. 
    “You come in having a certain military perspec-
tive, when you are told to do something, you just do 
it,” he said. 
  Seeing students not follow the directions that 
the professor instructs is extremely stressful to be 
around, he said.
   During Okane’s time serving in Iraq he was con-
stantly building things, which he enjoyed and be-
came interested in, he said.  
   Taking his interest a step further, Okane is cur-
rently working to earn a degree in mechanical engi-
neering, he said. 
   “I got the real-life aspect down, now I have to go 
back and learn the math behind what you do,” he said. 
   Throughout the transition into college, the most en-
couraging part is meeting other veterans, Okane said. 
    “They are people who understand you,” he said. 
    There is a huge support system between veterans, 
which makes it possible to develop a bond, he said. 
Achieving success in college after serving in the 

military depends mainly on the situation, Okane 
said. Okane has had multiple friends who have tried 
to go back to college after the military, but in the end 
couldn’t handle it, he said.
   He still encourages his military friends to go back 
to something that has a less professional atmosphere, 
and something that is hands on, he said.
    Living in a war zone for so many years makes tran-
sitioning to college complicated, he said.
     While the transition is still very difficult for Okane, 
he continues to work toward the end result of earn-
ing a degree, he said.
    Jeremiah Riggs, 32, is also a veteran attending FLC, 
and uses the Veteran’s Club as a resource, he said.
   Riggs, who enlisted in the Army in order to earn 
money for college, served a one-year tour as a com-
bat engineer, he said.
    Before attending FLC, Rigg spent two years at Diné 
College in northeastern Arizona, he said. 
    “I just wanted to make a better life for myself,” said 
Riggs, who has spent two years attending FLC.
   Because of the poor economy, people don’t have 
much of a choice anymore, he said.
   There are a lot of resources for veterans to get the 
assistance they need, he said.
    “There are a lot of resources here, people just need 
to be able to access them,” Long said.

 “It is like a brotherhood, 
you’ve got to stick 

together.”

 - Bob Bouslaugh



Aries-March 21-April 19

Taurus-April 20-May 20

Gemini-May 21-June 20

Cancer-June 21-July 22 Scorpio-October 23-Noverber 21

Libra-September 23-October 22

Virgo-August 23-September 22

Leo-July 23-August 22

Capricorn-December 22-January 19

Aquarius-January 20-February 18

Pisces-February 19-March 20

These horoscopes are made for entertainment purposes only.  They are not written
by a professional.  Do not base your life decisions around these.

This month, your special 
someone will surprise you 
with a bouquet of your 
favorite flowers! Don’t 
forget to return the favor 
and do something nice for 
the people you love! 

When forced to make a 
difficult decision, go with 
your gut. It may not be 
beneficial to everyone 
initially, but down the 
road you will be happy 
with your choice. 

Right now you feel 
alone... but you have to 
know yourself better than 
you know anyone else 
before you can truly be 
happy. 

Be bold and try some-
thing new! You never 
know what might 
come of it... 

Expectations aren’t 
always a good thing to 
have. Be carefree and 
do things that you love 
to do. That always makes 
you happier in the end. 

This holiday season, think 
about giving, not getting. 
Think of those who are 
really in need, or just give 
a thoughtful gift or ges-
ture to someone you 
love. 

Your day will be made 
this month. Someone will 
show their utmost 
appreciation for all of 
your hard work! 

Congratulations! This 
month you will have 
great financial success! If 
you keep working hard, 
you may be rewarded 
financially! 

Are you feeling down 
and out these days? Pick 
up a new activity and 
focus on things that take 
you mind off of the 
troubles. 

The problem you have 
been dealing with will 
work its way out sooner 
than you think. 

Keep to your deadlines 
and stay productive 
these next few weeks; 
your grades may 
depend on it. Even 
though skiing may sound 
like more fun, staying in 
class will work out for you 
in the future. 

Don’t move too quickly 
this season; it should be 
one of relaxation and 
enjoyment. Although 
finals can be tough and 
may seem like your top 
priority, think about your-
self too, and embrace 
life as it comes to you. 

You best make smart 
financial decisions 

today, as you are at 
great risk of suffering
significant financial 

losses. 

When you have an 
opportunity to do a 

good deed that 
benefits others, take 

advantage of it. 

It has been a stressful 
month but worrying 
only makes it worse. 
Take some time for 
yourself and relax!

Put that special plan 
of yours into action 

instead of putting it off 
any longer. 

Your true friends will 
surprise you sooner 

than you think, even if 
they have been 

getting on your nerves 
lately. 

Be bold and try 
something new! You 

never know what 
might come of it. 

Today you will receive 
yet another raise and 

therefore spend a 
significant amount of 
your paycheck while 

shopping. 

Today you will land a 
job on another major 

movie, increasing your 
fame yet again.

Brand new 
opportunities are 

awaiting you. Don’t 
be afraid to take a 

chance and dive right 
into one! 

You will learn 
something important 
that will change your 
thoughts about the 

future. 

When forced to make 
a difficult decision, go 
with your gut. It may 
not be beneficial to 

everyone initially, but 
down the road you 
will be happy with 

your choice. 

The problem you have 
been dealing with will 

work its way out 
sooner than you think. 

Scorpio-October 23-November 21 



     Fort Lewis College will soon be one of five colleges in 
Colorado to work with a state of the art telescope.  
      For those in the science and engineering departments, 
the Falcon Telescope Project could be an opportunity to 
collaborate in a global effort to see and understand ob-
jects in space. 
     Ryan Haaland, a professor of physics and engineering 
at FLC, is at the reigns of the project, which is meant to 
help track pieces of debris orbiting the Earth, Haaland 
said.
   “The Earth’s atmosphere is congested with stuff,” he 
said.
      A lot of the “stuff” in question may be tiny, but there’s 
plenty of it according to Haaland.
     There are around 100,000 objects larger than five cm 
in diameter orbiting the Earth and around 22,000 ob-
jects greater than ten cm in diameter, he said. 
     If five to ten cm seems small for objects in space, that’s 
because most of the chunks of debris in question are 
pieces of man-made objects like satellites, he said.
    The Falcon Telescope Network includes five colleges in 
the state of Colorado as well as one in Chile, he said.
    By placing identical telescopes in six different loca-
tions, researchers will be able to observe the objects si-
multaneously from different angles, he said.
     By looking at the same objects from different angles, 
it will be easier to understand where the objects are and 
where they are headed in relation to one another, he said.
     Pieces of debris can be dangerous to shuttles and other 
objects traveling in space if they collide, he said.
    These objects are traveling incredibly fast, and even a 
small particle can do damage, Haaland said. 
   Colorado may seem like an interesting location for 
space observations, but the state has the benefit of dark 
skies, which are perfect for space exploration, he said.
     In fact, space-based programs make up a large chunk 
of Colorado’s economy.
    According to a public press release posted on Sen. Mark 
Udall’s web page, udall.senate.gov, Colorado has one of 
the top three aerospace economies in the country. 
   In several press releases Udall demonstrates his sup-
port of state-based legislation that can help to bolster 
local aerospace programs and initiatives.
    Udall is also a supporter of STEM programs, according 
to other press releases on the web page.
   The STEM, or Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics program, allows for special assistance for 
first generation and low income students interested in 
those  fields, said Susan Decker, FLC’s director of STEM. 
    There are only two colleges in Colorado that offer the 
STEM program, Decker sad.
    The STEM program at FLC makes a noticeable differ-
ence for student participants and helps them to be suc-

cessful, she said.
     In order to close the gap forming between the United 
States and other countries in the math and science fields, 
institutions must offer these types of programs, she said.
     “We are falling further and further behind compared 
to other countries,” she said. “It’s like we’ve missed the 
boat.” 
      STEM specifically helps to assist low-income, first gen-
eration students so that they can be successful in math 
and science fields, she said. 
   Students must understand the complexities of math 
to succeed in our industrial and manufacturing-oriented 
world, she said. 
     This also leads students to be creative and innovative 
thinkers, Decker said.
      While Sen. Udall’s web page highlights his support for 
programs like STEM, sen. Michael Bennet’s page, bennet.
senate.gov, includes public letters and press releases de-
claring his support for the privatization of space explora-
tion.
      Virgin Galactic, the world’s first commercial spaceport 
that will allow the general public access to space, is now 
under construction in the southern part of New Mexico. 
     Moving toward the privatization of space exploration 
could improve the economy by providing jobs, said John 
Gadbois, an economics professor at FLC.
      “They are not going to be paying minimum wage, these 
will be well paying jobs,”  Gadbois said.
      Science and engineering students at FLC have a real 
advantage being in a liberal arts school, Haaland said.
     They have a technical understanding with a social con-
text, he said.
      “We are trying to make our students here at Fort Lewis 
College valuable to some industries so they can get jobs,” 
Haaland said. “You need to be able to sell skills.”
      In addition to creating job opportunities for students, 
innovations and investments in science and technology 
can help to solve other issues, Haaland said.
    “Many of the issues we see today are the result of tech-
nology, so we now must use technology to fix a lot of 
these issues,” he said.  “We need to invest in science and 
technology to really save the planet.”
     The 20-inch telescope can open its shutters in Durango 
during the summer of 2012, Haaland said. 
      Hopefully the whole community will embrace the proj-
ect, he said.
     “It’s an opportunity to take advantage of unique capa-
bilities,” he said.

The Falcon Telescope Network includes 
five colleges in the state of Colorado 

as well as one in Chile.

FLC to Participate in Falcon Telescope Network
New Space Technology Hits Home in Durango

By Alicia Durkin



Is FLC Ready for a Change?
Grad programs, name changes considered at the Fort

By Tracy Jones

F L U ?

   While the Durango community is yet to attend a Fort Lewis Univer-
sity graduation where students can boast both bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees, the possibility is being considered among some Fort Lewis 
College administrators.

     Some of Colorado’s higher education institutions have changed 
their names,  moving from colleges to universities. 

     Mesa State is now Colorado Mesa University, and  Metropolitan 
State College of Denver is currently discussing a name change that may 
include the word university, though no final decision has been made.

     Many of the schools discussing name changes have recently created 
new graduate programs, said Carol Smith, the associate vice president 
of enrollment management at FLC.

     “The traditional definition of a university is that it offers a graduate 
program,” Smith said.

     Graduate programs involve rather small classes and could fit right in 
at FLC, she said.  

     “Why do you do a graduate program? Because there’s a need, and 
you decide to respond to the need if you have the resources, and we 
have a fabulous faculty,” she said. “They are so highly qualified they 
could teach graduate programs in a heartbeat.”

     The college could afford to get a little bigger, and could comfortably 
have 4,400 students enrolled at the facility, she said.

     “We could have two master’s programs and not change our name, or 
we could have two master’s programs and decide this is the beginning, 
we should get ready and change our name,” she said.

     The idea of implementing name changes and new programs has 
come up from time to time over the years at FLC, said Jim Cross, an 
associate professor in the department of exercise science.
 
     “This not a new issue,” Cross said.
 
     When discussing ideas like implementing a name change or addi-
tional programs, it is important to include as many groups as possible, 
such as faculty, students, staff, and community, because everybody has 
a stake in FLC, Cross said. 
 
     In order to determine whether or not students pose a need for a 
graduate program, administrators at FLC will perform a needs asses-
ment, Smith said.

     “The needs assessment 
is an extremely rigorous 
process of documenting 
what kind of interests 
there would be in a pro-
gram, of what the needs 
are, and making sure that curriculum meets the needs,” Smith said. 

     The assessment is a way for the school to check that the experience 
being offered at FLC meets the educational needs of the student body, 
she said.

     Based on the draft of the Strategic Planning Committee’s goals for 
FLC over the next five years, it seems the college has begun to look 
closely at the option of including graduate programs in the future.

     “Focus on targeted graduate degree programs” and “develop selected 
programs in areas of strength –ones with significant market demand 
and which will operate at a surplus within a reasonable time,” are listed 
in the Strategic Plan Draft Goals for FLC, 2012 – 2016. 

     As far as the name change,  plans for the next several year seem 
less clear and there are several factors to take into consideration, aside 
from the possibile addition of a graduate program.

      One of the major problems that has come up while considering a 
name change is the acronym, Smith said. 

     If FLC were to replace the word “college” with the word “university,” 
the new acronym would be FLU, she said.

      “Do we really want to take on the burden of being FLU,” Smith said. 
“Is that a value for our students?” 

     “And then your mind goes to the next step,” she said. “Well what 
else would we call it?” 

     In terms of marketing, tying the name to Durango may be more 
beneficial, Cross said.
 
     A name change including the word “Durango” could help people as-
sociate Durango with FLC, as people from out of town may not realize 
there is a college here, he said.  This is a problem FLC has been trying 
to address for several years, he said.

     On the other hand, there is some controversy surrounding the option 
of changing the name to Durango University because some argue that the 
school would lose the history that comes with the name Fort Lewis, he said.



     “Do we affiliate ourselves better and more strongly with Durango or univer-
sity instead of college,” he said.  “I see some of the point of better affiliation 
with Durango, but I’m not sure I agree with the university idea.”
     This is a historic institution so the controversy over changing the name from 
Fort Lewis is a valid point, he said.

     “I’d like to keep it as FLC,” said Mike Kelly, who’s position as vice president 
of ASFLC allows him access to Strategic Planning Committee meetings. 

     “I think the rich history is a bigger draw than the name change,” Kelly said.

     In talks with administration, faculty, and staff, FLC has received feedback 
that a lot of the identity and history at the college could be lost with a name 
change,  he said.

     This conflicts with one of the major goals of the strategic plan, which is to 
maintain the FLC identity, he said.

     A lot of people want to stick with FLC because they don’t want to grow into 
a large university, he said.

     “I came to FLC because it’s a small liberal arts college and I like the idea of 
graduate programs, but I don’t like the idea of trying to grow into a university 
and becoming too big,” Kelly said.

     Cross also finds FLC’s status as a college to be a bennefit rather than a down-
fall, he said.

     There was an era when the word “college” was in some ways more popular 
because it suggested a small school with small classes, Cross said.  This same 
idea is the reason why many students and faculty members are here at FLC, he 
said.

     Financial reprocusions should also be considered carefully, Cross said.
 
     It’s very difficult to change a name and a brand, and while a school’s name 
may change over night,  the repercussions can take years,  he said.  

     It takes time to create a new identity and pay off related costs, he said.
 
     “The estimate is 1.2 million dollars to change your name,” Cross said. “Every-
thing that has your name on it has to be changed also, obviously.”
 
     Cross would like to see a discussion be thorough enough that the school can 
make a decision and put the topic to rest for a while, he said. 
 
     “Either no it’s too costly, we wouldn’t get the benefit of it, we need to stick 
with our history, or yes, we need to change it because it would be an advantage 
in terms of branding or marketing,” Cross said
 
     “It is a profound decision,” Smith said. ”Keeping it a college means we have 
definitely decided our graduate efforts will be at master’s level and be limited in 
number.”

     The five-year strategic plan has not yet been finalized but will be in February 
of 2012, Kelly said.

     Once FLC President Dean Kay Thomas finalizes the draft, it will be released 
and accessible through email, he said.

Fort Lewis College Through the Years

1891

1880

1911

1925

1933

1956

1962

2010’s

Fort Lewis evolved into a 
boarding school

Military fort for the 22nd 
Regimental Infantry 

Property was deeded to 
the State of Colorado by 
the federal government 
to start a highschool

A junior college A & M 
program was added to 
the existing high school

High school curriculum 
was discontinued

College moved to its 
permanent campus over-
looking Durango

Introduced the first 
seven majors of its new 
baccalaureate program

FLU?

Info from: http://www.fortlewis.edu/master-plan/Ex-
istingConditions/HistoryofFortLewisCollege.aspx



Artist Brings 
“Animas Perdidas” 

to FLC
Dylan Miner and FLC art students 
collaborate in bike project
By Shaina April Nez

The Western Federation of Miners



   � ere are many people around the globe whom are 
dedicated to creating sustainable ways of improving the 
world. Dylan Miner is one of those people.
   From Nov. 4 through 28 Dylan Miner, a well-known 
artist and professor at Michigan State University, made 
a visit to Fort Lewis College as part of the Distinguished 
Visiting Artists Program. 
   During his visit Miner worked with several students 
from the art department on a bike project called 
“Animas Perdidas.”
   � rough the project Miner intended to investigate local 
history and the community’s place within it, he said.
   Miner hoped the project would get students 
and community members to start thinking about 
sustainable transportation and the ways people can 
work collaboratively to create a better world, he said.
   For “Animas Perdidas” Miner worked with 15 students 
split into three groups called Las Gorras Blancas, Protect 
Sacred Lands, and Western Federation Miners, and each 
group created a unique low-rider bicycle. 
   � e three bicycles that Miner helped the students 
create were meant to be symbolic of Rio de las Animas 
Perdidas, or the River of Lost Souls, Miner said.
   � e � rst bicycle portrays the Western Federation of 
Miners, a radical early twentieth-century labor union 
known for their involvement in the Cripple Creek 
Strike, he said. 
   � e second bicycle, from the Las Gorras Blancas 
group, portrays a late-nineteenth century clandestine 
organization that fought to maintain communal control 
of northern New Mexico land, he said.
   � e third bicycle is meant to be a memorial for Ute 
and Navajo anti-nuclear disposal activists Norman and 
Shirley Begay, Miner said. 
   Students worked quickly to create the bicycles during 
the � ve-day project, said Dylan Begay, a student from 
the Western Federation of Miners group. 
   During the project students learned about bicycle 
maintenance as well as Animas history, Begay said. 
   As obstacles arose throughout the bike-building 
process, each group of students attacked the challenges 
in unique and exciting ways, Miner said.  

The selected students who participated in Animas 
Perdidas are: 
Ben Dalphonse, Nicholas Kanelos, Shane Simonia, 
and Ari Vicente, from Las Gorras Blancas; Courtney 
Ott, Sierra Edd, Ruthie Edd, Sheridan Slutsky, Ben 
Stalker, and Leo Vicenti, from Protect Sacred 
Lands; and Dylan Begay, James Bisongo, Jesse 
Fahrenz, Alexi Grojean, and Julian Martinez, from 
the Western Federation of Miners.

   Students collaborated in small collectives, found 
materials quickly, and were able to build bikes from 
scratch in a small time period, he said.
   It was cool getting to know FLC students and faculty, 
Miner said. 
   � e art department was very welcoming and supportive 
of the project, and getting 15 students to give up their 
free time for a week to make some bikes was pretty 
amazing, he said.
   � e � nished bikes will be put up for silent auction in 
the spring, with bids starting at $300, said Elizabeth 
Gand, an assistant professor of art and the gallery 
director at FLC.
   Proceeds from the bicycles will be donated to the art 
department and used to bring another artist to the FLC 
campus next semester, Gand said.
   “Animas Perdidas” is not the � rst bicycle project that 
Miner has worked on.
   Previously Miner put together “Anishinaabensag 
Biimskowebshkigewag,” which means “native kids ride 
bikes” in the language Ojibwe, he said.    
   � e project, which was similar to “Animas Perdidas,” 
allowed Native American youth in middle and high 
school, non-Native University students, and Native 
American artists to collaborate on seven low-rider 
bicycles, Miner said. 
   � e bicycles gave light to the sacred Niizhwaaswi 
G’mishomisinaanig, which means “our seven 
grandfathers,” he said.  
   In addition to teaching in the arts and humanities 
department at Michigan State University, Miner, who 
earned a PhD in art history from the University of New 
Mexico, also coordinates the Michigan Native Arts 
Initiative and works as a curator at the MSU museum.
   In 2010, Miner was awarded an Artist Leadership 
Fellowship from the Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Museum of the American Indian. 
   Miner’s work often integrates local and marginalized 
history as a way to comprehend the complicated state of 
the world around him, he said.

All photography by Alexi Grogean 



Healthy Holidays to You!

 � e sta�  of the Environmental Center would like to wish 
everyone a happy, healthy, and fun holiday season this year. � is time of 
the year is always enjoyable, ski season begins, families come together, and 
school gets out for what feels like a very short three weeks. Nonetheless, 
we want everyone to remember what this season is about: giving, loving, 
and happiness, not getting, wanting, and consuming.
 Consumption comes in many forms this season, but the biggest 
is in food. On average, the percentage of waste created by Americans 
increases 25% between � anksgiving and Christmas. � e United States 
Department of Agriculture states that we waste about 30% of the food 
we buy, and they admit that this guess is probably understating the true 
amount that we waste.
 So, to be more environmentally friendly this year, remember to 
only buy as much food as absolutely needed, and with the money you save 
think of other ways in which that money could bene� t someone else. � ere 
are plenty of food donation boxes around every community, and a family 
other than yours may really need some help this year. Maybe you could 
donate a turkey instead of consuming an extra plate. Remember, giving 
brings more joy than getting. 
 � at brings up another valid point, the amount of carbon 
emissions that are released from the transportation of meat. Meat 
releases nearly eight times the carbon emissions when being transported, 
and it is in high demand during this season with all of the turkey, ham, 
and other meats that are used as main courses on the dinner list during 
� anksgiving and Christmas. � ere are many great alternatives to turkey 
and ham, and I’m not talking tofu. � e best alternative may even be 
fasting. � ink about giving your body a break this upcoming holiday since 
I’m sure you stu� ed yourself during � anksgiving!

Have a happy holiday!

Editor’s Note: This column was contributed by the 

Environmental Center. The Indy is not responsible 

for any views stated in this piece. The Indy is open 

to suggestions and requests for column space from 

other campus organizations. For more information 

contact sscook@fortlewis.edu.

Environmental Center would like to 
wish everyone a happy, healthy, and 
fun holiday season this year
By Emily Griffi n

Need help with your love life? Puzzled over your 
relationship? The Love Doctors are in the house, 
ready to turn your problems into solutions. 
If you have any questions on love, relationships or 
other matters contact the Indy at  kmmartinez@
fortlewis.edu or 247-7405 and receive a response 
from a CO2 class studying the scholarship on love 
in the next issue.



Planned Parenthood provides affordable and 
confidential health services including family 
planning, emergency contraception, and STD 
testing and treatment.

46 Suttle Street, Durango

970.247.3002 | www.pprm.org



The Love DoctorThe Love DoctorThe Love DoctorThe Love Doctor

and making the changes needed to � nd your own personal happiness has rolled on over the years, gaining momentum and evolv-
ing quickly. 

Medically, we have gotten to a point where we can change just about whatever we want. � e nose job has been a staple in the 
medical world for some time, but what about calf implants or cheek bone recon� guration? It may seem strange to discuss physi-
cal augmentation in a dating column, but seeing as physical attraction is often the main catalyst in the college dating world, there 
is a connection.  When it comes to being judged on looks, advances in medical science have now allowed us to fake it.

 An unfortunate side of dating and life, in general, is that many people think that they are not good enough. Good enough for 
what? Good enough to � nd love with that hook of a nose or good enough to get a second date with those pathetic little calves. 
� e solution is simple. Many of us do what we have been told to do since we were young and change it. � is is where the physical 
deception comes in contact with the hordes of misrepresentations that people often spew when they are trying to impress

By Ryan Wirth

I f you are unhappy with something you should change it. � at is what many of us have been told since we were little kids. 
If you aren’t happy with your grades in school you are told to buckle down and study harder: better grades. If you aren’t 
happy with your performance on the court or on the � eld you are told to practice more: more playing time and a better 
performance. � is is seen as a good thing.  We can all agree on that. � e mentality of taking your life into your own hands

others; the � rst date should come to mind. 
    It is sad that there is so much emphasis placed on physical attraction that a person would 
pay thousands of dollars to ensure smooth elbows, isn’t makeup enough? We have all heard 
horror stories of the morning after. � e ones where in the night, the makeup fairy came and 
took back all of someone’s little gifts leaving the former user considerably less primped as 
they once were.  As traumatizing as this can be, for both parties, the emotional damage of a 
botched surgery would most likely far outweigh the minor curve balls that come from makeup 
mishaps. 
    I understand the self-conscious human using science to � nally change and overcome the 
physical short-coming that they have been dealing with their whole lives, and I do get the 
desire for change. For me, the problem lies in the fact that in many cases these don’t seem to 
be changes geared toward personal happiness. � ere is a people-pleasing mentality that drives 
people to physically and permanently change themselves. I want bigger lips, why, because he 
or she may think that bigger lips are sexy. I want more detached earlobes so that maybe they 
will think I’m perfect. 
     So now, not only do we say “I work with kids” to get brownie points when we’re really part 
time custodial sta�  members at a local Rec Center, but we are also physically changing our 
story for that little extra advantage. It’s going to get to a point where our exteriors are as man-
made as our sugar coated personalities. 
    So if you’re unhappy with something, change it. But if that something happens to be some-
thing unchangeable without the use of permanent plastic surgery, think twice. It’s not blush 
or fake eyelashes or a piece of jewelry. It is a masking of insecurities, and the bottom line is, it 
is not a lie that can be easily taken back. 

Editor’s Note: If you’re looking for a little advice from our resident Love Doctor send a question or comment to                               
rdwirth@fortlewis.edu.  All columns in the Love Doctor series are Ryan’s opinion and should not be taken as factual news.
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merry xmas snap from i-m-u.net

A Giving Spirit... a Grateful Heart

Find unique holiday gifts,
fashionable apparel, 

perfect stocking stuffers, 
or gift cards for the people 
you are most thankful for.

A Giving Spirit... a Grateful Heart
Express Your Gratitude

this Holiday Season

Shop locally for cool gifts at affordable prices!

www.animastradingdurango.com

$18.29

$22.49

$13.99

$8.40

$7.00
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